
May 13, 2014 

To:  Sue Gerber, Village President 

Carolyn Dodge, Trustee 

 Pat Dunn, Trustee 

  Mike Decker, Trustee 

  Sabrina Moran, Trustee 

   Roger Johnson, Trustee 

   Chris Willkomm, Trustee 

  

Re: Retirement  

 

After twenty three years, it is with a heavy heart that I announce my retirement from the Silver 

Lake Fire Department. These past months have been very trying on me and my family and it is time that I 

take a step back and try to concentrate on my family. My retirement from the Silver Lake Fire 

Department will take effect immediately. 

Up until recent events; I personally believed that the Silver Lake Fire Department was moving in 

the right direction. It is obvious that there is not any support for this department from the board or the 

other village departments. With numerous attacks toward myself and the members of this department 

by leaders of the other village departments, it shows how unprofessional that they all are. Instead of 

trying to work together, their goals are to tear this village apart. I and the members of the Silver Lake 

Fire Department have been working hard towards repairing relations with Silver Lake Rescue, yet there 

are other department heads that are driving a spike between us; making it impossible to repair. I have 

done my best to run this department to the best of my abilities and have gained the respect of many 

other area department chiefs in the county. They have supported me in my efforts to bring the Silver 

Lake Fire Department into the 21st century and instill that the members are educated and have the best 

possible training and education available. Unfortunately with the current board and the lack of support; 

the future of this department is unclear now. 

I hope whoever assumes my role as fire chief will be able to right this sinking ship. These village 

citizens deserve the best fire department possible and I did my best to give this village the most 

professional emergency services department possible. With the lack of support the fire department 

receives from the village board and the drastic cut to the fire department budget, it is nearly impossible 

to operate efficiently and keep its members safe.  

It is an absolute atrocity that a private company (Silver Lake Rescue Squad, Inc.) with no municipal 

ties has more support than its own fire department, its chief or as a matter of fact even its members.  

 The failure of this department falls solely on you the village board for not stopping the attacks 

of my members, my family and me. I personally have shouldered the brunt of all the attacks made against 

my members by Bob Williams, Chief Kingsly and Officer Trudeu long enough. They are three of the most 

unprofessional people I have ever met. I hope that this isn’t the standard of professionalism that this 

village hopes to maintain because the citizens deserve better. The fact that the employees sit in the 

village hall and gossip about people’s private lives and the troubles they may be having is very 

disturbing. For one of my firefighters to have to sit and listen to the gossip is appalling. For one of them 

to tell this individual that its village business and they can talk about people how they want to. I was 



proud to say that this individual worked for me for standing up for the rights of those citizens that the 

clerks, Bob and Dan were gossiping about. They should all be ashamed of themselves for having such 

grade school childish behavior.  

I apologize for doing this in a time that the department needs stability at the top but this is 

something that I must do. It is time for me to concentrate on my family and health.  

 

Good luck in your future endeavors. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Andrew D. McFarlane, NREMT-P 

 


